Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Volume 72 January 1979 in January 1977. Whilst the book will be of greater value than the meeting was, it is very mixed in quality and would have benefited from stronger editing. But the general physician will still find a lot of new information and ideas and a general sense of some of the directions in which progress is being made. SAM Sevenoaks: Butterworths 1978 In spite of the author's claim to the contrary, this solidly based and well-illustrated book covers the optics of the eye in a fairly conventional manner. It is, of course, extremely difficult to be original in a subject, the foundations of which go back to Newton, and the main, modern clinical addition to which, is due to the popularity of contact lenses. Unjustified printing is relatively easy to bear if paragraphs are short and liberally laced with mathematics and diagrams. Although the index of formulae and equations is an excellent aid to the student, he might, however, prefer the list of symbols at the beginning rather than at the end of the book. The clinical adequacy of the book is assured, but a little renovation would not have come amiss. Many of the references are citations: we do not really have to be reminded of Duane's outdated study; an inadequate amount of thought is given to the factors relating presbyopia, depth of field and resolving power of the eye, which could have done with modern illumination. This is the heel of Achilles of this useful book: it shows how reluctant modern opticians are to assimilate contemporary concepts of image assessment, and explains why, in general, it is not they who are advancing our understanding of visual optics. Possibly one has to go back to the French master engravers and printers of the early 19th century to find such faithful reproduction of the material given to the publishers by the surgeons and the artists they commissioned to record their work. This is the first of six volumes that will assuredly constitute the most notable atlas of gynaecological surgery yet produced. As the authors write, surgery needs to be learned by the pupil from the master in the operating theatre and that teaching needs to be supplemented. A colour atlas, if good, is the most practical way of providing this supplement. This book gives amazingly clearly reproduced exact colour photographs of each stage of the common vaginal operations and of one or two uncommon ones. Where a photograph on which is superimposed strategically placed arrows and numbers (whose interpretation is to be found in the text) may not be absolutely obvious, there is a line diagram to give extra clarification. Some of the steps and procedures may be controversial, such as a preference for the Manchester repair operation over vaginal hysterectomy with repair. In each instance a satisfactory explanation is given and in some, such as vaginal hysterectomy, as much space is given to demonstrate it as to the Manchester repair operation.
One just does not know what to admire mostthe skill of the surgeons, the photographers, the illustrator and the printer or the publisher's ability to produce such a volume at such a reasonable price.
ELLIOT The diagnostic histopathologist's need has at last been filled by this latest publication. Professor Harold Fox of Manchester, well known for his numerous painstaking studies, has summarized his own work and critically reviewed that of others. A survey of placental lesions, including maturation disorders, is followed by an illustrated discussion of clinical conditionsboth maternal and fetalin Which placental morphological changes may occur. The chapters on placental physiology and immunology help to maintain the balance whilst a commendable attempt is made to resolve the existing confusion in nomenclature.
Illustrations (in black and white) are generous in number and range in quality from adequate to excellent. There is a wealth of references reflecting Professor Fox's catholic use of the literature which is undeterred by the iron curtain or other boundaries. Citations include the titles of individual papers and, for non-English contributions, both in the original and in translation; this makes the bibliography so much more useful. It is hoped that this book will encourage clinical histopathologists to overcome their distaste for placental histology. Having construed the evidence for viral aetiology of congenital defects, the authors discuss the effects of rubella, cytomegalovirus, herpes simplex, the enteroviruses, varicella zoster, smallpox and vaccinia, the hepatitis viruses and other viruses which may, possibly, exert a pathogenic effect on the fetus and newborn. The chapters on differential and laboratory diagnosis are of particular value, whilst the discussion on prevention, treatment and antiviral chemotherapy is also useful.
The Figures 4-41 and 4-159) , chiefly because the films are too dark. There is a wide range of abnormal shadows and much valuable information is contained in the answers. Many of the brief discussions are excellent but lists of possible, though doubtful, diagnoses are often given without any indication of the probabilities (e.g. Figure 4-158 ). Perhaps this is to make the reader think but some further radiological indications would often be instructive.
There are some errors in diagnosis. The term 'median palatal cleft' appears where a normal median suture is shown (e.g. Figures 4-66 and 4-141 ). This structure often persists well into the 40s and SOs as dental radiologists and forensic pathologists will know. Figure 4 -157 shows a typical compact bone island merging with the lamina dura near the apex such as occurs in the mandible as well as in many bones of the body. Figure 5-1 A and B shows an enamel pearl but many others given this diagnosis are, at least, dubious. In Figure 4 -47 the conclusion is correct but not for the reasons given. The whiteness of the mesiodens is due to the whole length of its root being superimposed onto the crown. There is a bone line all round it and, to be accommodated in bone, it must be largely palatal to the incisor roots. 'Fibrous healing defect' is a sensible and useful term, the meaning of which is shown by many varying examples. The terms 'chronic diffuse sclerosing osteomyelitis' and 'chronic focal sclerosing osteomyelitis' are, however, used less appropriately on a number of occasions.
There is a great deal to instruct the reader throughout this book in spite of these criticisms and dental readers of all grades of knowledge will find it valuable. This book covers a wide range of subjects concerning adolescence, including the need for separate hospital provision, delinquency, physical and emotional changes and problems, illness, handicaps, death, vaginal examination, gynaecological problems, contraception, venereal disease, rape, drug taking, homosexuality, suicide, headaches, obesity and anorexia nervosa, chromosomal, endocrine and audiovisual difficulties, epilepsy, asthma and many other matters. This is a useful book, written with sympathy and understanding.
In the next edition I should like to see much more about the psychological aspects of adolescence; the reasons for friction between the adolescent, parents and siblings; the relation of early home influences, such as favouritism, excessive or deficient discipline, and emotional deprivation to adolescent behaviour. I should also like to see sections on underachievement, opting out, hippies, cults and religion, clothes and diet, mental superiority and its effects, solvent sniffing, secretiveness and many other common psychological problems.
Although the index is inadequate, this is a very good book and should be in every paediatric or general medical library.
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